
SQL Server 2008

New Developer Features

Michael Coles ω ŜƳŀƛƭΥ admin@geocodenet.comω blog: http://sergeantsql.com
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Microsoft MVP (SQL)

Author/coauthor of several books:

Pro T-{v[ нллу tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ

Pro SQL Server 2008 XML

Expert SQL Server 2008 Encryption(October 
2009)

Pro Full-Text Search in SQL Server 2008

Accelerated SQL Server 2008

Dozens of articles online and in print

MCITP: Database Developer 2008

About Me
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SQL Server 2008 improvements focus on 
several key areas:

Developer/Programmability

DBA/Administration

Business Intelligence/Analysis

Data Warehousing/ETL

Encryption/Security

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƴŜǿ 
developer-specific features

Key Improvement Areas
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Developer Improvements

ωά5ŜƭƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέ

ωRow Constructors

ωSSMS Intellisense/Collapsible Code Blocks
Productivity

ωMERGE statement

ωComposableDML

ωTable-Valued Parameters

ωGrouping Sets

Language

ωTemporal data types

ωSpatial data types

ωhierarchyidData Type

ωC[²hw άƭŜǘά ŎƭŀǳǎŜ

ωMore complete XDM data type support

Data Types

XML/XQuery
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Inline variable assignment

Compound (C-style) assignment operators

Valid compound operators are:

, , , , , , 

ά5ŜƭƛƎƘǘŜǊǎέ
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Specify multiple sets of attributes in 
clause:

Row Constructors
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SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) 
Intellisense

SSMS Intellisense
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SSMS Collapsible Code Blocks

SSMS Collapsible Code Blocks
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The statement combines conditional 
, and functionality in a 

single statement

Specify target, source, match criteria and 
matched/not matched action

You can combine match criteria and actions to 
form complex merges

Useful for T-SQL set-based ETL solutions

MERGE Statement
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ANSI/ISO SQL standard-defined syntax:

MERGE Statement Syntax


